
The next job is to sort out 
the plastering, which is in a 
poor state. Afterwards, we 
will be looking at getting 
the house painted. It would 
be great to get a task force 
together over the summer 
who would be able to help 
with this project, and to 
save us money in getting 
the house up and running. I 
hope that we will be able 
to install an accessible toi-
let at the back of the house 
for church use, and also a 
meeting room above the 
sacristy in due course. But 
the priority is to have the 
house ready for Jonny to 
move in. 

As I’m going down to 
Twickenham for a student 
leadership conference to-
day, I will not be at St Pat-
rick’s. Thanks to Fr Tony 
Grace from Alsager, who is 
standing in for me. 

I have had a lot of feedback 
from people who said that 
they were delighted with 
the celebrations of First 
Communion last week at 
our three parish churches. I 
think the celebrations were 
enhanced by the fact that 
the families were more 
engaged in the preparation 
and the children have been 
coming to Sunday Mass. 
Unfortunately I was unwell 
throughout with a bit of a 
bug, but managed to get 
through it all. 

Young people are so im-
portant not just to the fu-
ture of the Church, and of 
our parishes in particular, 
but to the present too. A 
church without children 
and young people has no 
future. I am very pleased 
to say that, in the coming 
year, our young people 
will be receiving more 

support in the parish. We 
have just recruited a new 
lay chaplain at St Margaret 
Ward Catholic Academy 
named Jonny Leybourne. 
He is currently working as 
a lay chaplain in a Catholic 
school in Birmingham. He 
has agreed to extend his 
work in school by also 
working in our parishes as 
a youth leader. In order to 
support his work, and rec-
ompense him for what he 
does, we will be providing 
him with accommodation 
at St John’s presbytery. 

Anyone who knows St 
John’s presbytery will real-
ise that it is not in a very 
good state of repair at the 
moment. And so we have 
less than two months to get 
it ready to be inhabited. It 
has taken a couple of weeks 
already to strip the wallpa-
per throughout the house. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Kateri Tekakwitha 

1656-1680 
Kateri was the first native 
born American to be can-
onised by the Church. She 
was afflicted by smallpox 
as a child, an outbreak 
which claimed most of her 
close family. She was a 
diligent worker, but re-
fused all proposals of mar-
riage. At the age of 19, she 
became a Catholic and 

pledged to remain celibate. 
This went against the cul-
ture of the Mohawks, and 
she was persecuted and 
accused of sorcery. She led 
a life of prayer, fasting and 
voluntary penance. The  
life of penance which she 
led, together with the frail-
ty from illness, brought 
about her death at 24 years 
of age. She was canonised 
by Pope Benedict XVI. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor No Confessions this week  

Saturday 8th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Kath Wakefield 

Sunday 9th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Michael Cullen 

Fourteenth Sunday    11.00am   Holy Mass  Malcolm Bull 

of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 10th Feria       

Tuesday 11th   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

St Benedict       

Wednesday 12th Feria       

Thursday 13th Feria 6.00pm    Holy Mass Fr Julian’s Ordination Anniversary  

Friday 14th   9.30am  Holy Mass Special Intention 

St Camillus of Lellis    6.00pm Holy Mass Special Intention (Catherine) 

Saturday 15th 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

St Bonaventure   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Special Intention 

Sunday 16th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Mary Nixon 

Fifteenth Sunday    11.00am   Holy Mass  Holy Souls 

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parish 

Monday 17th   9.30am   School Leavers’ Mass Special Intention 

Feria   2.15pm  School Leavers’ Mass Private Intention 

Tuesday 18th 9.15am    School Leavers’ Mass Special Intention 

St Benedict   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

Wednesday 19th Feria   12noon  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Thursday 20th Feria 6.00pm    Holy Mass Fr Paul’s Ordination Anniversary  

Friday 21st Feria       

Saturday 22nd 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

St Mary Magdalene   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Special Intention 

Sunday 23rd            9.00am    Holy Mass  Dora Follows 

Sixteenth Sunday    11.00am   Holy Mass  Frank Smithson 

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parish 

of the Year   1.00pm  Baptism  

of the Year   1.00pm  Baptism  

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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PASTORAL Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The Parish Priest’s surgery is now 
suspended throughout July and Au-
gust. In order to see Fr Julian during 
this time, an individual arrangement 
will have to be made by calling the 
parish office. 

Reboot! is a fun and inspiring event 
showing the beauty of the Catholic 
Faith and its ability to answer the 
needs of your life today. Reboot! is at 
St Catherine’s Church, Birmingham 
on Monday 17th July from 7pm. We 
leave by minibus from St Joseph’s at 
5pm. Please let Fr Julian know today 
that you would like to go. Tickets are 
£10 for adults and £5 for students/
children. Promises to be a great 
evening. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
A group of parishioners is going to 
the Divine Renovation Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. If 
you would like to join us please see 
Fr Julian.  

RENOVATION 
Alpha Male This Saturday is our 
men’s Alpha whole day session and it 
will take place at the Presbytery at St 
Joseph’s rather than at The Cushion. 
Start time is 10am as usual. We’ll 
have a smaller breakfast but lunch 
included. It will end at about 
3.30pm.  

English Martyrs’ Alpha Wednes-
day evening Alpha is back on this 
week. This week we are doing ses-
sion 4. We begin at 7pm in the meet-
ing room at English Martyrs’. New 
people are always welcome. 

Reboot! Chris Stefanick, a Catholic 
lay evangelist from the USA, is com-
ing to England for his Mercy Tour. 

Fit for Function—Fit for the 
Future The Archdiocese of Birming-
ham are organising a day of infor-
mation for people involved in parish 
fundraising and finance. Fr Julian and 
Teresa are going to the day, which is 
on Thursday 20th July, from 9.30am 
to 3.30pm at Ss Mary & John’s, Snow 
Hill, Wolverhampton. If you are 
willing to come along please contact 
Fr Julian this week. 

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Ravens-
wood Care Home, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove on Tuesday, 25th July at 
11.00am. It is always good to have 
parishioners take part in this and 
make the residents know they are an 
extended part of our community. 
Please just come along if you are free. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Jensen Kristopher Birkin who will 
be baptised at St John’s on 16th July. 

Weddings 

Congratulations to Jason Kemsley 
and Elizabeth Walker who were mar-
ried at St John’s on Saturday. 

And also to Paul Preston and Heather 
Tatters who were also married at St 
John’s on Saturday. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Children’s Liturgy Because of the 
work going on in the house at 
Kidsgrove, there will be no further 
children’s liturgy from now and 
through the summer. Children’s lit-
urgy continues at Biddulph and Gold-
enhill until 16th July. Thanks to all 
our children’s liturgy helpers! 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. There has had to be a change to 
plans, and this pilgrimage will now 
be during the Easter holidays next 
year.  We need to get a good idea of 
who is definitely going so please con-
tact Fr Julian. The next planning 
meeting will be on Sunday 16th July 
at 5pm at St Joseph’s.  

Fundraising Thanks to everyone 
who supported the fundraising Chi-
nese meal on Wednesday evening at 
Buffet Fever. It raised £306 for the 
funds for the youth pilgrimage to 
Rome. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

for: 
St John’s: Brenda Crotty; Margaret 
Coates; Kath Wakefield 
Week beginning 16th July 
St John’s: Joan Coates, July Birthdays 
The lamp burns all week—minimum 
donation £5. Please see Fr Julian to ar-
range. 

Open Café Biddulph Churches To-
gether Open Café will take place on 
four Saturdays of July starting on the 
8th. Volunteers are needed to help 
run the Café and bake cakes. If you 
are interested in helping please ring 
Tess Hall on 512626. 

Father Hudson’s Garden Project 
The garden project are in desperate 

St Joseph’s Catholic 
Academy 

Goldenhill 

The Directors of the Newman 
Catholic Collegiate are seeking to 
appoint a new PRINCIPAL for St 
Joseph’s Academy Goldenhill to 
begin in January 2018. Salary 
range is L15 to L21. To request 
an information pack and applica-
tion form, or to arrange a school 
visit, please contact Mrs K Wil-
son on 01782 883004 or email 
kwilson@smwca.org.uk The 
closing date for applications is 
Thursday 13th July (noon), and 
interviews will take place on 19th 
July 2017. 

need of equipment i.e. forks, rakes 
gloves etc and if anyone has a lawn 
mower in good working order that  
they no longer require. You can con-
tact Matt Ford on 07587 034299 and 
he can arrange collection. 



Entrance Antiphon: Your merciful love, O God, we have received in 
the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with justice. 
Psalm Response: I will bless your name for ever, O God my King. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Blessed are you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth for revealing the mysteries of the King-
dom to mere children. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface and Eucharistic Prayer IV 
Acclamation:  When we... 
Communion Antiphon: Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed 
the man who seeks refuge in him. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 11:25-30   

Jesus is meek and humble. But He is more than 
God’s friend. He is the Son who alone knows 
the Father. He is more also than a law-giver, 
presenting himself today as the yoke of a new 
Law, and as the revealed Wisdom of God. As 
Wisdom, Jesus was present before creation as 
the firstborn of God, the Father and Lord of 
heaven and earth. And He gives knowledge of 
the holy things of the kingdom of God. In the 
gracious will of the Father, Jesus reveals these 
things only to the “childlike”—those who hum-
ble themselves before Him as little children. 
These alone can recognize and receive Jesus as 
the just saviour and meek king promised in to-
day’s First Reading. We too are called to child-
like faith in the Father’s goodness, as sons and 
daughters of the new kingdom, the Church. We 
are to live by the Spirit we received in baptism, 
putting to death our old ways of thinking and 
acting. Our “yoke” is to be His new law of love, 
by which we enter into the “rest” of His king-
dom. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Satur-
day 21st  to 
Friday 27th 
October we 
are offering a 
pilgrimage to 
Rome and 
Assisi. Flying 

from Manchester to Rome, we will 
stay at the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome 
for 4 nights  and at  Hotel Frate Sole 
(3*) in Assisi for 2 nights. Includes 
the Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £819 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £180. 
Half board basis. Itineraries and 
booking forms are now available 
from the Parish office or the parish 
website. Please note the new prices 
which have increased because the 
evening meal in Rome was not in-
cluded in the original quotation. 

Fourteenth & Fifteenth Sundays in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal pages 736 & 739             THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Birmingham Oratory and St 
Chads Cathedral Pilgrimage The 
pilgrimage will be on Saturday 15th 
July 2017 starting with Mass at the 
Oratory at 11.00am, followed by a 
guided tour of the Oratory, venera-
tion of the Relic of Blessed John Hen-
ry Newman, Lunch (bring a packed 
lunch) and then on to the Cathedral. 
Will depart Birmingham at 4.30pm. 
The cost is £10. To book a place 

please contact your APC representa-
tive. 

Rosary Rally The Annual Rosary 
Rally takes place at Mount St Bernard 
Abbey, Leicestershire LE67 5UL on 
Sunday 27th August, commencing 
with Mass at 2pm. There is a break 
for refreshments (bring your own and 
a folding seat is also advisable) fol-
lowed by a Rosary Procession, Expo-
sition and Benediction. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Collections will be published on the 
next Sunday Bulletin. 

Second Collections: This week 
(7th/8th July) There is a second col-
lection for the Apostleship of the Sea. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 

This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.196 N Hoskins; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.76 M Twomey; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.106 D Latham. Just a Reminder 
that  monthly subs are due this week. 

St Patrick’s Garden Party Thank 
you, once again, to everyone who 
helped to make this lovely annual 
event a success once again this year. 
The total raised for the parish was 
£826.40. Well done! 

Entrance Antiphon: As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; I 
shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 
Psalm Response: Some seed fell into rich soil, and produced its crop. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] The seed is the word of God, 
Christ the sower; whoever finds this seed will remain for ever. 
[Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Sundays I 
Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  When we... 
Communion Antiphon: Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
remains in me and I in him. 


